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UM MARCHING BAND TUNES UP
MISSOULA—
The Homecoming reunion in Missoula Oct. 12-14 of former members of the 
University of Montana Marching Band will be a time for looking ahead as well 
as back because the University is about to have a Marching Band again after 
a lapse of nearly a decade.
Thomas Cook, who joined the UM music faculty in September as director 
of University bands, has started to build a marching band that will be ready 
to step smartly down the field when the 1980 football season starts.
Cook, a trumpeter and a conductor, earned a doctorate at the University 
of Northern Colorado, Greeley, and also taught there. He was director of 
bands at Central College, Pella, Iowa, from 1973 to 1979.
As early as 1904, the University Marching Band was playing for Grizzly 
sports events and parades. Except for the World War I years between 1914 
and 1918, the band remained a part of campus life until 1972.
The re-activation of the Marching Band will be financed by gifts to the 
Excellence Fund, which was created by the UM Foundation in 1978 to raise money 
from private sources for University projects.
Former members of the Marching Band who return to the campus for the reunion 
will be guests of honor at the Homecoming luncheon Friday, Oct. 12, at noon in 
the University Center Ballroom. At 2 p.m., they will take part in a side-by-side 
playing session with the musicians in the UM Band.
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